Attitude of a Winner: | am a Champion for Jesus!

“Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors @
through Him who loved us.” (Romans 8:37 NKJV)

What are the three key ingredients
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The Three Key Ingredients of a Winner’s Heart

1. A Heart of Order

(Jeremiah 24:7 NKJV) “Then | will give them a heart to know Me, that | am the LORD;
and they shall be My people, and | will be their God, for they shall return to Me with
their whole heart.”

(Acts 13:21-22 NKJV) “And afterward they asked for a king; so God gave them Saul the
son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. {22} And when He had
removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom also He gave testimony
and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart, who will
do all My will.””

David made good decisions as to how he gave his heart away. His first priority was always to
give his heart to God. God calls us to give our hearts to Him and then give Him to others from
within our hearts. We make a mistake when we give ourselves to someone without first giving
ourselves to Jesus and then Jesus to that person.

2. An Understanding Heart @

Read 1 Kings 2:1-4. Then read 1 Kings 3:5-28.
After you have done so, look again closely at the following verses.

(1 Kings 3:5-14 NKJV) “At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a
dream by night; and God said, “Ask! What shall | give you?” {6} And
Solomon said: “You have shown great mercy to Your servant David my
father, because he walked before You in truth, in righteousness, and
in uprightness of heart with You; You have continued this great
kindness for him, and You have given him a son to sit on his throne, as it
is this day. {7} Now, O LORD my God, You have made Your servant king
instead of my father David, but | am a little child; | do not know how to go
out or come in. {8} And Your servant is in the midst of Your people whom
You have chosen, a great people, too numerous to be numbered or
counted. {9} Therefore give to Your servant an understanding heart to  King Solomon
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judge Your people, that | may discern between good and evil. For who is
able to judge this great people of Yours?”

(1 Kings 4:29 NKJV) “And God gave Solomon wisdom and exceedingly great
understanding, and largeness of heart like the sand on the seashore.”

(Psalms 90:12 NKJV) “So teach us to number our days, That we may gain a heart of
wisdom.”

As a young man who had inherited his father’s kingdom, Solomon was faced with

great challenges and responsibilities. God appeared to him in a dream and gave Solomon
the opportunity to ask for anything. Solomon had no doubt about what he needed. He asked

for an understanding heart (synonymous with wisdom). When we find ourselves walking
into any circumstance, good or bad, our first request from the Lord ought to be “an

understanding heart.”

3. A Heart of Holiness - Consecrated, Committed and Uncompromising

Before going further, read the first six chapters of the Book of Daniel.

(Daniel 1:8 NKJV) “But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not defile
himself with the portion of the king's delicacies, nor with the wine which he drank;
therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile himself.”

(Daniel 6:10 NKJV) “Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went
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home. And in his upper room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down

on his knees three times that day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was
his custom since early days.” (Good habits will not let you down in the face of difficult
situations.)

Whatever the cost, whatever the consequences, whatever the loss... Daniel did
the right thing in the sight of the Lord. He took seriously His relationship with God,
and all that it obligated him to. How much more must we take our commitment to
Christ!

What characterizes God’s champions?

Ten Characteristics of God’s Champions

. Champions focus on what they do. Losers focus on what they are
going through.

A champion is known for his follow-through. He wins because he sticks with what he has
started until he finishes. Sticking to the job, finishing the problem, not quitting until you win
is a key to being all you can be.

Winners never quite and quitters never win!
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. Champions are willing to do things they hate to create things they love.

Everything worth having is worth pursuing, even when you know it will not be pleasant. It
is worth doing the right things, the hard things or the unpleasant things to get the great,
rewarding results.

. Champions pursue completion, but not necessarily perfection.

God always loves you just the way you are. He never judges you for your mistakes or
thinks of you as anything less than great in His eyes. After all, He created you to be
uniquely who you are! Do not worry so much about doing everything perfectly. Be more
concerned to do the best you can and finish what you start.

Do your best and trust God for the rest!

. Everyone stumbles, but champions get back up!

Champions refuse to accept defeat as long as God is in it.

Champions refuse to set their own time-tables. They let God play out the plan.

In times of weakness, Champions pull themselves up in His strength.

In times when champions lack what they need, Champions feast on His Word and
drink of His faithfulness.

In times of sorrow, Champions turn to His presence and rest in His arms.

When champions start feeling sorry for themselves, they just stop!

g. When champions feel like disobeying the people who have authority over them, they
reject their feelings and do the right thing.

coop
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. Champions know they do not decide their futures. They decide their
habits and their habits decide their futures!

a. Champions are well able to look at themselves honestly and objectively. They willingly
see their flaws and quickly make adjustments.

b. Champions are habit-forming people. They form good habits and get rid of bad
ones! They are habitual in the Christ-like testimony of their lives. They do their best to
look like, act like, think like and talk like Jesus!

. Champions position themselves for blessings.

a. God does not send the blessings to you. He sends your blessings to where you
are supposed to be.

b. Champions seek the voice of God, so they will know the will of God, so they can find
the blessings of God.

. Champions defend their ground.

a. Unless Satan is on the attack, unless some things seem to be dissatisfying and even
beyond your reach, you are not functioning as a champion. The devil is not interested
in toppling losers. They are already at the bottom. He wants to knock you off the high
ground. You are a winner and a champion. You have the high ground and if you do the
right things, you can look down at your problems and walk in your successes. Learn to
think like a champion who already walks in victory.

3.
The Teaching Ministry of Dr. Bob Abramson



b. Champions stand when it is easy to run. They stand when it is easy to surrender. They
stand when it is easy to fall. They stand when it is easy to disobey and disturb the
unity needed to fight the good fight of faith. Having done all to stand, they stand!

8. Champions watch their mouths.

a. They speak words of life and not death. They are careful what they reveal and who
they reveal it to. Champions never discuss their problems with someone who is not
capable of solving them. Champions submit themselves to people who can cover them
spiritually and provide wise answers to serious questions.

b. Champions speak great things for God. They can only do so because they position
themselves to hear great things from God... and they are bold enough to speak great
things for God.

9. Champions refuse to just “be.” Champions are “becomers!”

Champions engage themselves in the process of becoming all that God has designed
them to become. Champions understand the value of learning and changing.
Champions are teachable. They are disciples first and disciple makers second. They
understand the value of submitting to the wisdom and discipline of their elders.

10. Champions seek out and fulfill their call from the Lord.

God has a great plan for every one of His champions. You are a champion for Jesus! He
has called you to excellence, wisdom and great success. You have an opportunity to
make a difference - to show these things to others around you, so they can be
encouraged to become all they can be. Regardless of whatever else God has called you
to, you are called to be a positive influence on the people who love you and the people
you encounter every day of your life. Doing so puts championship power into your life!

If you were arrested for being a Christian, would there be enough
evidence to convict you?

How should a champion for Jesus think?

Championship Thinking

Championship
devil stomper!

1. Think of yourself as a solution going somewhere to happen.

2. Think of yourself as being more than a conqueror... OO _
a. Over every barrier @QO e
b. Over every attack 70) 70
= ),

c. Over every temptation
d. Over every thought

e. Over every bad habit /éé%
f. Over every rebellious thought /
3. Think of yourself as destined to win. =
You are a person of destiny - a destiny given by God.
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